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gravely informed the natives of that coun-
try that " Burma as a whole acquired the
proud privilege of becoming a part of the
British Empire." There is no reason to
suppose that in uttering this betise he was
aiming a sardonic taunt at a conquered
people; it merely signalizes the total
ignorance of human feelings that marks
the true bureaucrat, particularly the Im-
perialist variety of the species. You have
conquered us, and you have cut us off
from amongst the nations, and have
humbled us into the dust, and yet you
expect us to be proud of the fact.
Imagine some strong and prosperous
mediaeval baron seizing a peasant living
on the borders of his domain, and saying
to him: " You will now foim one of my
establishment. You will be fed and cared
for; in fact, you will be introduced to
all the luxuries of civilization. If you are
docile and obedient to me, we shall get
on rarely together. You may, indeed, be
proud of numbering yourself amongst my
retainers/* ** True," would rejoin the
peasant, " I am in material respects